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FROM THE
PARISH PRIEST

What the Ascension
of the Lord says to us
today.

The feast of the Ascen-
sion, falling forty days
after Pascha, is ome of
the  most  significant
feasts of the church year,
and yet, in many ways,
it is one of the most
overlooked. Here are
three key points to con-
sider in looking at how
the HAscension relates to
our own lives as Orthodox
Christians:

1. ‘I go to prepare a
place for you’
In many western depic-
tions of the HAscension,
Christ is seen floating
heavenwards on a cloud.
In some stained glass
windows, one may even
see just a pair of feet
emerging out of the cloud.
We do not know the man-
ner in which Our Lord
ascended to his Father.
We are only told that ‘He
was parted from them
and a cloud hid Him out
of their sight’. The Greek
word that we usually
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
translate as ‘ascension’ is
‘analypsis, which might
better be translated as
‘assumption’.  This is a
word often associated
more with the Mother of
God's departure from this
world, and yet is a good
description of what the
Church understands to be
happening here. Christ
returns back to his heav-
enly Father, taking with
him the flesh that he has
put on for our salvation.
This is of crucial signifi-
cance for us, as it means
that we, too, have the
possibility of following
him and dwelling in our
total redeemed nature
with God. The Ascension
is, then, the foreshadow-
ing and assurance of the
possibility of thessis —
union with God.

2. ‘They worshipped

him,  but  some
doubted’
These words actually

come from the end of St
Matthew’s gospel, where
the ascension is not ex-
plicitly mentioned, but
the disciples are with
Christ on the mountain,
listening to his parting
words, in which he com-
missions them to go and
teach all the nations and
baptise them. The Sav-
iour knows the weakness
of the Hpostles (this is
why the Holy Spirit will
be sent to strengthen
them at Pentecost), but
he still has work for

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2) % &
them to do. It is not sur-
prising that there were 5

doubters amongst the apos- 4 -

tles. All that they had 0

experienced through follow- %
ing Christ was, in many 6

ways, beyond their human
grasp, something which

emerges over and over %

again in reading of them (8

in the gospels. Our Lord - $
takes them as they are — O .

weak, doubting, arguing " $

with one another, and uses

them to continue his sav- & .
ing work. Their imperfec- ( g )
tions will be purified by 7 (9' g
martyrdom, bearing wit- )
ness, to the work of God, (8 "3 (

in most cases culminating
in their own death. Few if
any of us will be called by
God to a martyr's death, ( 4
but we can take strength
from the knowledge that,
in spite of our own doubt O
and weaknesses, God has a
vital role for each of us to
play in bearing witness to
him, to become what St
Paul calls ‘God’s fellow-
ministers’. It is, in fact,
normal to doubt, and if our 4 4

doubt leads to questioning #

our faith it can make it 7

stronger if we put our - +

trust in god. - *

3. ‘They were con-
tinually in the tem- %
ple,  praising and
blessing God".
Rfter the HAscension, the 8 *$ t
disciples did not become %
passive, but remained ac-
tive in constant prayer. *$
They not only prayed at
home, privately, but they Copyright 2004 by The Bruderhof Foundation,
continued to worship at the Used with permission.
(Continued on page 4)
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Cloud of witnesses
THIS MONTH’S NOTEWORTHY SAINTS & FEASTS *
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9th (22nd ) June 1
% 9
5
<=
% 1
>?0 9
1
(4 5 . D
8
5 % &
9 - 4 8
1
4
%
As with a number % 1
1 4 1 %
& 6 >?7< 9
1 2
1 c
1 C 1
D 9
1 4
& : 1
4 ,
4 8 5 4
1 9 6
4 1
6
&
i 6 2
>A? 9 F> E

1
1

(Continued from page 3)
temple, joining in the
Jewish worship in the
way they always had
done.  Of course, they
also prayed in their own
gatherings, where they
celebrated the Eucharist
as Christ had taught
them, but their worship
involved a public expres-
sion of praise and thanks
to God in the Jerusalem
temple. In other words,
both publicly and pri-
vately, the apostles were
in a state of continuous
prayer. We might take
this as a model for our-
selves. It may not be
possible for us to be in
church all the time. We
may not even have a
church to be in other
than the place where we
gather for the Liturgy or
the weekend services, as
in the case of our own
parish. But we can make
a temple of other places.
Our homes are the first,
most obvious outward
expression of this. Sim-
ply keeping the lamp
burning in front of the
icons, saying our prayers,
reading the scriptures and
s0 on is of immense im-
portance in giving our-
selves reminders of God’s
presence in our midst.
Finally, and, perhaps,
most importantly, there is
the temple of our own
heart, which is the place
where Christ will always
dwell, if we invite Him to
enter.

* The date in bold is the Church calendar date, the date in parenthesis is the corresponding civil date

4




The Wayfarer

| 4
J4 1
8
9
4 E
4 .
G H
D c ¢

With acknowledgement to Courtney
Davis and Elaine Gill: "The book of
Celtic Saints"
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Hieromartyr Metrophan and
the Chinese New Martyrs of
the Boxer Uprising (1900)
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DIOCESAN AND PARISH NEWS
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Father Stephen Platt
(Parish Priest)

2 Bowness Avenue, Headington,
Oxford 0X3 0A]

Tel: 01865 768748

E-mail: frstephen @ stnicholas-oxford.org

Deacon Matthew Steenberg
E-mail: matthew @ monachos.net

Parish website:
www.stnicholas-oxford.org

Our services are celebrated at St
Giles’ Hall 10 Woodstock Road,
Oxford 0X2 6HT, unless otherwise
indicated on the schedule. Services
marked [With_a border Jwill be
celebrated elsewhere - please
telephone or e-mail for details. The
languages used at services are as
follows:

First and fifth Sunday of the Month
English and Slavonic

Second and fourth Sunday
English

Third Sunday
predominantly
Slavonic

Feasts are observed according to
the Old (Julian) Calendar.

Additional liturgies, not listed here,
are celebrated on some lesser feast
days. Please consult the parish
website or bulletin for details.

Sunday Liturgies are followed by
coffee (or by a common lunch on
the second Sunday of each month).
Weekday liturgies are followed by a
parish breakfast. All are welcome.
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JUNE
= 4 @K BB T
8 Sun 11.00 Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council. Divine Liturgy
@A 4 G<B 4 9 9 6
4 @K BB T
15 Sun 11.00 DAY OF THE HOLY TRINITY.
PENTECOST Divine Liturgy
@K BB T
Fast-free week begins
@e? 5 G<B 9 & 4 9 6
FO 4 @K BB T % K
FF 4 0@ BB 4 4 9 6
Diocesan Liturgy at the Cathedral in London
F< 5 Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast
FK 4 @K BB T % @
29 Sun 11.00 Sunday of All Saints of Russia. Divine Liturgy.
JULY
> 4 @K BB T % F
6 Sun 11.00 All Saints of the British Isles. Divine Liturgy.
= 5 G<B Nativity of St John the Baptist 9 6
0@ 8 @K BB T
12 Sat  9.30 Apostles Peter and Paul. Divine Liturgy
@K BB T % <
13 Sun (@0@BB Synaxis of the Holy Apostles. Divine Liturgy.
East European Food Fair
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